
January

2005

What’s

inside:

A New Name ...

A New Look

Welcome to our new look and new

name, which better reflects who we

are as a school district. During the

past few years, we’ve been hearing

comments from parents, students,

teachers, and staff about the

positive atmosphere within our

schools. We began compiling some

of the frequent comments that define

who we are and started referring to

them as “The Southern Way.”

“The Southern Way” has been

described as:

• The positive relationship

between our students and

teachers

• The genuine concern teachers

have for both the emotional and

intellectual well being of our

students.

• The challenging curriculum that

better prepares our students for

their future.

• The willingness of school

employees to work as a team and

to readily pitch in to help each

other

• The cleanliness and upkeep of

our facilities

We encourage you to visit us to

experience first-hand the many

outstanding things happening in our

schools today. We’re doing it “The

Southern Way.”

District Makes Land

Purchase

Anticipating the eventual need to build a new school to

accommodate population growth in the New Freedom area,

the School Board entered into an agreement to purchase

the 200-acre Coleman farm on the Borough’s edge. The

purchase was the result of long-range strategic planning

and is not a part of any planned construction program.

“We have absolutely no immediate plans to build on this

property,” says Board President James Joy. “Our most

current enrollment projections show that existing District

facilities will be sufficient for at least ten years.”

The new land was selected from many available options,

none of which offered the advantages of the Coleman site.

Jerri Groncki, Chair of the District’s Buildings and Grounds

Committee, calls the tract “nearly perfect for our needs. It’s

adjacent to an existing growth area so it won’t be creating

a new residential zone.  It’s large enough for two schools

with supporting facilities and will create a neighborhood

school atmosphere for New Freedom children.”

The purchase price for the property was $2,000,000, which

was financed over ten years with a general obligation

bond. The property will remain as leased farmland for the

forseeable future.
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Dr. James H. Joy ................................ President

Mary Anne Winkelman ................. Vice President

Bruce Bauman ...................................... Treasurer

Dale R. Keagy ............. Secretary (Non-Member)

Erek Gass ............................................... Member

Jerri Groncki ............................................ Member

James Heffner ....................................... Member

Dianne Masimore .................................... Member

Robert Schefter ...................................... Member

Lisa Veltri ................................................ Member

Matt Collins ................... Student Representative

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ............... Superintendent

Julie K. Szymaszek ........... Asst. Superintendent

Dale R. Keagy ................Business Administrator

BOARD MEETINGS

The Southern York County School District Board of
Education holds meetings on the first and third
Thursdays of each month, with modified sched-
ules in July, August, and December.  Unless other-
wise noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. in Confer-
ence Room C of the District Administration Build-
ing.  Meetings are also televised live via Adelphia’s
Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

(717) 235-4811
Friendship Elementary .......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ........................ Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ......................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ................ Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance .................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ....................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office ............................................. Ext. 7300

MISSION STATEMENT

The Southern York County School District, through
a cooperative effort with the family and commu-
nity, will provide a quality learning environment
that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and
challenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *

The Southern York County School District is an
equal opportunity educational institution and will
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of
its activities, programs, employment policies or
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of
1990. Employees and participants who have an
inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimina-
tion, or who need information about accommoda-
tions for persons with disabilities, should contact
the Office of the Assistant Superintendent of
Schools, Southern York County School District,
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call
(717) 235-4811.

* * *

PUBLICATION

The Southern Way is published four times a year--
September/October, January, April, and May/June
through the Publications and Public Information of-
fice of our District. Comments or questions should
be referred to Diane Fishel (phone: 235-4811, ex-
tension 7231);  (e-mail LDF@mail.syc.k12.pa.us)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.syc.k12.pa.us

A Winning Season

Susquehannock High School posted its best fall sports season in 25 years, with

many of our teams and players receiving recognition.

Girls’ Volleyball

YAIAA Division Championship

County Championship

District Runners-up

State Runners-up

Girls’ Cross Country

Central Division Championship

Football

Division II Championship

Boys’ Soccer

Division I Championship

York-Adams League Champion-

ship

Front row, left to right–Tim Russell, Assistant Coach; Catherine Schwing; Erica Isennock;

Becky Deveney; Jess Liss; Kara Knapke; Emily Brown; Mick Gilbert, Head Coach.  Back row,

left to right–Chris Gilbert, Assistant Coach; Megan Wargo, Assistant Coach; Julie Boblits;

Kim Knapke; Kayla Wargo; Jess Kitlis; Missy Rohrbaugh; Jordie Beland; Katy Issenock; Rob

Marrison, Assistant Coach

Champion Tennis Players

Congratulations to Susquehannock High School tennis players, Rachel Barnhart

and Amanda Mills.  Rachel won the Girls’ AAA Singles Championship, and she and

Amanda won the Girls’ AAA Doubles Championship.

Left–

Rachel Barnhart

Right–

Amanda Mills
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District Musicians

Congratulations to Susquehannock High School orchestra

and band members who were chosen through audition to

participate in the District Orchestra and Band Festivals in

January 2005.

District Orchestra––Back  row, left to right–Ben Carapezza (string

bass), Kris Shaffer (violin), Ryan Kuhns (string bass).  Front  row,

left to right–Josh Yeh (violin), Brian Helfrich (trumpet), James

McGonigle (cello)

District Band––Back  row, left to right–Kara Stoley (clarinet), Joseph

Reed (baritone), Greg Chenoweth (trombone); Front  row, left to

right–Brian Helfrich (trumpet), Andy Lutter (trumpet), David Miles

(trumpet), Marc Helfrich (clarinet)

Fall Sports All Stars

Each year the York County athletic coaches recognize some

of the County’s finest high school athletes.  This year,

seven Susquehannock High School students were chosen

for football and four for soccer.

As of this publication’s deadline, we had not yet received

information about the other fall sports.

Football–Mike Pottieger, Josh Higgins, Olisa Obi, Matt

Knez, Brandon Davis, Eric Hunt, Caleb Walls. Higgins,  Obi,

and Davis were also selected to play in the War of the

Roses All-Star Game.  Davis was named Player of the Year

for Division II, and Susquehannock High School Football

Coach, Tom Waranavage, was named Coach of the Year.

Soccer–Adam Stello, Eric Landis, Matt Dorsey, Barkley

Miller. Miller was named Player of the Year, and  Dorsey

broke his school record with an impressive 93 goals.

Football All Stars: Back row, left to right–Caleb Walls (first team

kicker), Olisa Obi (first team offensive guard/defensive end), Matt

Knez (first team offensive tackle/defensive tackle), Brandon Davis

(first team running back/defensive back), Eric Hunt (first team

linebacker); Front row, left to right–Mike Potteiger (first team

linebacker), Josh Higgins (first team center), Coach Waranavage

Soccer All Stars: left to right–Adam Stello, Eric Landis, Matt Dorsey,

Barkley Miller

Golf Champ
Congratulations to

Susquehannock High School

golfer, Kaitlin Brody, who won

the girls’ York-Adams League

Golf Championship.  Kaitlin

shot a 91 to win the champi-

onship at Briarwood West in

York.



4

Southern Pride

Students Reach Out

to Haitians

Hurricane Ivan devastated Haiti this

past summer, killing thousands and

leaving countless others homeless

or without essential needs. Southern

Middle School students joined

together to collect items such as

summer clothing, personal items, and

non-perishables to send to Haiti.

The project mushroomed, and

community members also became

involved. For instance, a group of

senior citizens from Glen Rock

brought in 50 blankets. After all

collections were in, the school had

accumulated several hundred boxes

of items. A Lancaster church

donated the costs for shipping the

items to Haiti.

The staff and students of SMS thank

all who supported them in this

project.

Student and Teacher Take Artistic Honors

Jeremy Fisher, a junior at Susquehannock High School, and Trisha Coggins, art

teacher at Southern Middle School, took home honors from the YorkFest held this

summer.

Jeremy’s chalk replica of William Blake’s painting, “Ancient of Days,” earned him

an honorable mention in the high school category and a People’s Choice award at

the YorkFest in York.  Jeremy’s passion for art has led him to volunteer with

YorkArts, a non-profit art education and promotion group, and also with Mrs.

Linda Garrett’s Friendship Elementary School art students.

Trisha won the YorkFest’s Award of Excellence in the photography category for her

photograph of a hand-blown glass vase, shown above. Another photo of hers

entitled “Waterborne IV,” was on display at the YorkFest.

Trisha was also honored at the State Art Conference where she did a presentation

on “Amish Quilts as a Starting Point.” The presentation showed how student

lessons may focus on quilts made in Lancaster and how students can interpret that

information through a variety of materials and techniques. Following the State Art

Conference, Trisha was invited to share her presentation at the National Art

Education Association’s convention in Boston.

Susquehannock High School Students of the Month

September - Denny Wirtz (left) and Matt Dorsey October - Olisa Obi (left) and Emily Brown

Mr. Kevin Helmeczi, SMS Principal, and

Tyler Dell prepare to ship items to Haiti.

November - Kara Knapke (left) and Katie Tempel

Jeremy Fisher, left, working on his chalk replica at the YorkFest.  Trisha Coggins, right,

displays her award-winning photograph.
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Southern Pride

Snowmen for Servicemen

Sue Willis, Instructional Assistant at Friendship Elementary School, created a snow

family to be used during Friendship’s Fall Festival.  At the Festival, students and

staff wrote their holiday greetings on the snow people for our servicemen and

women stationed in Samarra, Iraq.  The snow people, along with cards students

created, were sent to our troops in Iraq in November.

Safety Tip Contest Winners

The Southern York County School District sponsored a Safety Tip Contest in con-

junction with America’s Safe Schools Week in October 2004. Nearly 100 entries were

received.  First place was awarded to Jenna Hosier, a 5th grade student at Friendship

Elementary School.  Jenna’s entry was “Keep Your Hands Inside (the Bus) and Enjoy

the Ride.”

Friendship Elementary Students:  Top, left to right–

D. J. Mentlik (honorable mention), Jason Rinnier

(2nd place), Thomas Shaffer (honorable mention);

Middle, left to right–Alesha Thompson (2nd place),

Jenna Hosier (1st place), Delani Bupp (3rd place);

Front, left to right–Andrea Foore (honorable

mention), Tesia Martin (honorable mention)

Southern Elementary Students:  Left to right–Alyssa

Denis (3rd place), Melissa Keuler (3rd place)

Courier Awarded

The Courier, Susquehannock High

School’s student newspaper,

received an All State Award at the

Pennsylvania School Press

Association’s (PSPA) annual

conference in November. The All

State Award is the highest honor the

PSPA presents to member publica-

tions.

Congratulations to the 2003-04

Courier staff and their adviser,

Kayse Moyer.

Back row, left to right–Nikole Walker, Cheyenne Barrick, Shelby Milliken, Sue Willis, Phoebe

High.  Front row, left to right–Casey Beall, Aiden Kirkendall, Breanna Hamm, Jessica

Perez, Joshua Glatfelter, Matthew Barnhart

Class of 2004

Exit Survey

According to our annual graduate

exit survey, 76% of the Class of

2004 chose to continue their edu-

cation in institutions of higher

learning, with 61% enrolling in four-

year colleges.  Service in the mili-

tary was the choice for 4% of our

students.  Approximately 15% en-

tered the workforce.
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Act 72–The Homeowner Tax

Relief Act

What is Act 72?

The Homeowner Tax Relief Act consists of three parts:

 (1) new money generated by legalizing slot machine gam-

bling in Pennsylvania, taxing losses at the state level, and
directing the proceeds to homeowners in the form of prop-
erty tax reduction,
(2) tax shift resulting from an increase in local earned income
tax from 1.3% to 1.4% and directing the proceeds to
homeowners in the form of property tax reduction, and
(3) tax control by limiting future school tax increases to an
inflationary index.

Participation in the operation of Act 72 is voluntary; local
school boards choose to opt in or out. Board decisions must
be made by May 31, 2005.

What does Act 72 mean to me as a property

owner?
The financial effect to the homeowner is dependent upon the
success of the slot machine program and the earned income
of the property owner(s). With a moderately successful slot
program ($500 million in statewide slot tax collections),
qualifying homeowners with a household earned income of
$50,000 could expect a net tax reduction of approximately
$115 per year. With a household earned income of $100,000,
the net savings decreases to $75. Households with no
associated earned income could realize tax reductions
between $150 and $200. The tax shift feature in Act 72 and
the effect federal tax deductibility causes the differences in
the net savings. Remember, earned income increases are used
to create some of the property tax decreases.

What if I live in a home or apartment that is rented

from another person?

Renters will pay the earned income tax increase and realize
none of the benefits of Act 72.

When will I start to see a property tax reduction?

First, the Board of Education must agree to participate in the
program. After that, the effective date of homeowner tax relief
is, again, dependent upon the success of the slot machine
program. By law, the tax relief fund must have earned $900
million before any money can flow. Optimistic projections
suggest July 1, 2006, as a start date. A more realistic date is
probably July 1, 2007. The increase in earned income tax will
be effective in the year the slot money is available.

What must I do to participate?
All potentially eligible property owners should have received
a Homestead/Farmstead exemption application from the York
County Assessor’s office in October.  To be eligible for
property tax relief, that form must be completed and returned
to the County Assessor by March 1, 2005. A reminder mailing
was made to non-responding property owners in December.
The potential relief is available only to property owners who
use the property as their primary place of residence. Rental,
commercial, or industrial properties do not qualify for tax
relief.

Field House and Alumni

Plaza Project Underway

Thanks to the generous giving of many alumni, friends, and

community members, construction of Phase 1 of the

Susquehannock High School Field House and Alumni Plaza

is underway.  Phase 1 includes a new concession stand,

restrooms, and the Alumni Plaza. The focal point of the new

building will be a replica of the bell tower on the Fissels

one-room schoolhouse located on the Susquehannock front

lawn. Construction of the Field House and Plaza is financed

entirely with donated funds. No tax money will be spent on

construction.

The Susquehannock High School Alumni Association

awarded the construction contract to Tim Shultz, a

Susquehannock High School alumnus and Southern York

County resident. Construction began in September and is

expected to be completed by early spring of 2005.

The Alumni Association is beginning its fund drive for

Phases 2 and 3, which will include an alumni center and a

room for medical personnel, officials, and teams.

The Alumni Association is still accepting gifts. If interested,

please contact Wayne McCullough, 235-5032. All gifts are

tax deductible.

Construction workers begin Phase 1 of the Field House and Alumni

Plaza project.

Employment Opportunities

School Bus Drivers

Contact Blaine or Ron at Laidlaw .......................... 227-0477

Substitute Custodians

Contact Lisa Myers ...................... 235-4811, extension 7350
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The Southern York County School

District uses an Integrated Pest

Management (IPM) approach for

managing insects, rodents, and weeds.

Our goal is to protect every student

from pesticide exposure by using an

IPM approach to pest management.

Our IPM approach focuses on making

the school buildings and grounds an

unfavorable habitat for these pests by

removing food and water sources and

eliminating their hiding and breeding

places. We accomplish this through

routine cleaning and maintenance. We

regularly monitor the school building

and grounds to detect any pests that

are present. Pest sightings are reported

to our IPM coordinator who evaluates

the “pest problem” and determines the

appropriate pest management tech-

nique to use. These techniques can

include increased sanitation, modifying

storage practices, sealing entry points,

physically removing the pest, etc.

From time to time, it may be necessary

to use pesticides registered by the

Environmental Protection Agency to

manage a pest problem. A pesticide is

only used when necessary and is not

routinely applied. Pesticide applica-

tions are made only when unauthorized

persons do not have access to the

Asbestos

Program

The following is an annual update of

our school district’s ongoing

asbestos control program activities.

Every six months (April and Octo-

ber), the Asbestos Program Manager

conducts a visual inspection of the

asbestos containing material in the

buildings. The results of these

observations are designed to enable

the Asbestos Program Manager to

take action on asbestos containing

materials before they present any

risk to our staff or other occupants.

The written report will become part

of our Management Plan and will be

available within 30 days after the

physical examination, along with the

decisions of the LEA wioth regard to

dealing with any unusual circum-

stances observed.

Our formal Asbestos Management

Plan is available for inspection by

any interested individual by appoint-

ment made through the Asbestos

Program Manager’s office at least

one working day in advance.

Because of the importance we attach

to the Management Plan and its

extent and complexity, a staff person

familiar with the plan should be

present to help and guide your

examination of the plan in our

offices.

Pest Management Notification

area(s) being treated. Notices are

posted in these areas 72 hours

prior to application and for 2 days

following the application. All

applicators are trained and

certified by the Pennsylvania

Department of Agriculture.

Parents or guardians of students

enrolled in the school may request

notification of specific pesticide

applications made at the school.

To receive notification, you must

be placed on the school’s

notification registry. If you would

like to be placed on the registry,

notify the School District in

writing. Please include your e-mail

address if you would like to be

notified electronically.

If a pesticide application must be

made to control an emergency

pest problem, notice will be

provided by telephone to any

parent or guardian who has

requested such written notifica-

tion. Exemptions to this notifica-

tion include disinfectants and

antimicrobial products, self-

containerized baits placed in areas

inaccessible to students, and gel-

type baits placed in cracks or

crevices.

Toys for Tots

Friendship’s first and second grade students and Mrs.

Goodling’s students reached out to those in need by

bringing in toys for the Toys for Tots program.  Toys for

Tots is sponsored by the U.S. Marines who collect toys

then distribute them to those who most need them. Stu-

dents donated enough new toys to fill over four large

boxes. All of the toys collected will be distributed to

children throughout York County.  Marine Staff Sergeant

Hendrick visited the students and answered their questions

about Toys for Tots.

FES Guidance Counselor, Mr. Darren Keller, who coordi-

nated the project, stated, “This is another example of the

families and children in this community coming together to

support one another. Thanks to the administrators and

teachers for their support and hard work as well.”

Students helped box the many toys donated for Toys for Tots. With the

students are Mr. Darren Keller and Marine Staff Sergeant Hendrick.
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School Calendar - January - April 2005

February 11 .......................................................  In-Service Day - Schools Closed

February 18 ................................................ Presidents’ Holiday - Schools Closed

February 21 ................................................ Presidents’ Holiday - Schools Closed

March 25 ............................................................. Spring Break - Schools Closed

March 28 ............................................................. Spring Break - Schools Closed

March 31 .................................................................. Third Marking Period Ends

April 7 ........................................................................... Report Card Distribution

April 8 ................................................................. Spring Break - Schools Closed

 April 11 ............................................................... Spring Break - Schools Closed

Upcoming School Board Meetings - 7:00 p.m.

February 3, 17 .................................................. District Administration Building

March 3, 17 ...................................................... District Administration Building

April 7, 21 ........................................................ District Administration Building

Southern Middle School kicked off a

fund drive on January 10 to collect

money to help the Tsunami victims.

To visually see how much money is

donated, students are “building

houses” with “bricks” to represent

the rebuilding efforts in Asia.  Each

dollar donated will “buy a brick.”

The “houses” are displayed in the

school’s main lobby.

Before the fund drive officially

began, over $1,000 was donated by

students, parents, community

members, and school employees.  All

donations will be forwarded to the

American Red Cross Tsunami Relief

Fund.  The fund drive ends on

February 3.

If you would like to make a donation,

please make checks payable to

Southern Middle School.  Indicate

“Tsunami Relief Project” in the memo

section on your check.  Send your

donation to Southern Middle

School, P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA

17327.  Also, please indicate the

donor’s name with the amount, as we

are placing this on the bricks used in

our visual representation of the

buildings.

Anything Goes
Mark your calendars for

Susquehannock High School Music

Theatre’s spring production of

Anything Goes.  The show is a

delightful and well-loved musical

about romance, intrigue, and

comedy aboard a cruise ship.

Performances will be on Friday,

April 1, and Saturday, April 2, at

7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, April 3, at

3:00 p.m.  Ticket sale information

will be announced at a later date.

One of the many “brick houses” built with your

donations.

Help for Tsunami Victims


